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An Unoxpeotod Hugging,

As the Allegheny Talley railroad
train bound northward stopped at the
station recontly a half-grown girl, ac-
companied by n man, descended to the
platform, The man looked around an-
xiously, a8 if in search of nnother train,
The girl also looked around anxiously,
but she did’nt seem Lo carve about anoth-
or traln, She was pretty, but there
was o restloss expression in ler eye
which 1ndicated an nching vold that
traius could never fill,

A telegraph messenger boy, struck
with her beauty, puzed at her with a
ireedom that attracted her wandering
altention, Just as the man who nc-
companicd her stepped into theo station
to inquive 1f the Buffalo, Now York
and Philadelphia train was on time the
girl flow at Lhe admiring messenger
hoy, foldzd him in her arms and hugged
him rapturously,

“Oh, you dear, darling, sweet lillle
thing!” exeluimed tho girl, inw volce
tromulous with unrestruned cmotion,
Again sho ghowered kisses upon his
checliss which wore blushing as only
those off a new-lo-the-husiness mossen-
ger boy ean blush,  Aguin she frantie-
ally pressed him to her Sesom and broks
out into passionate words, uttered in
cqually passionnte Lones:  “*IKiss me
againl  Oh, do kiss mel Don’t turn
from me.”

‘The boy evidently didn’t know what
to make of il.  Ile would have enjoyed
it more it o erowd had not assembled
Lo wilness the proceedings, but he was
too bashful to hug before o crowd. 1l
toro himself from her embraco and
rushed down the platform. The girl
fairly flow afler him, like Atalanta in
the mythological rce.  She was gain-
g on him, and in one minute more
would have been higging him ab the
end of the platform, wien the man em-
erged from Lhe station door.

“Alello!™ smd he as he looked al the
spet where he bad lefl  the  grivl,
W horeds ———¢" But the direetion
which the erowd of loungers had taken
made it unnecessary for him to finish
the guestion,  IMelooked down tho plat-
form tnd in a kind but o liem voiee
shouled, * Nellie!”

Nellie started as if sho had been shot.,
The fugitive messenger boy, who was
atill  running as never messenger oy
ran before, had no further atbractions
for ner, Timid and subdued in man-
ner, as though fearful of reproof, she
rejoined her companton,  Just Lhen the
Titusvillo train came up and they got
aboard,

SCruzy? sald the handsome station
agent.  “Yes; he's taking her to the
North Warren asylum, Of course she’s
crazy. ‘The iden of hugging a httle
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Miskad S0 hags, caoli abolib o a) ool

long and six inches wide of some dark
material, and sew them together at the
edge su Lhat one may be inside the
other, Next make a number of pockets,
each with u cover to il, which may be
fastened down with n button and loop,
Place these about Lwo inches apart, bo-
tweewtho bwo bags, sewing one side of
the pocket Lo one biag and the other side
to the other. Muke slits through' both
bags aboutb an neh long, just above the
pockets, 80 that you can pul your hand
in the bags; and, by inserting your
thumb and finger through these slils,
you may oblain entrance Lo the pockets
and bring oul of them whatever they
contain. IbL is, of course, necessary
that a variety of arlicles shonld be put
in the pockets. Before commencing
the Lrick yon may turn the bag inside
out any number of thnes, so that your
audience may conclude that it 18 quile
empty. You can then eause to appoar
or disappear any number of articles of
a light nature, mueh to the amusement
of your audience.

—————-—

Lust of the Wicom)ooos.

The Wicomicoes as a tribe solid out
their possessions Lo the eolomsts and
moved away. A few, however, em-
braced Chirvistianity and remained be-
hind, A majority of these converts and
thelir descendn (ts inlermarried with the
slave population. There is in Chatles
county, one Indian who is said to be
undoubledly of original unmixed Wi-
comico blood, 1lis complxion is very
dark, but not Jike that of a negro. Ilis
eyes are durk and piercing, his hair is of
the same color and straight. Ile is
rather uncommunicative and averse to
conversatlon. 1lis replies are always
monosyllabic in chavacter, I8 profos-
sion is nominnlly that of a farmer, yot
most of hig time is employed in hunting,
fishing and idleness,

Nicnragun Cannl.®

I'he total length of the route of the
proposed Nicaragua Canal from the
Atlantic to the Paeifle is  178-
167 miles, This I8 composed of 17,27
miles of eanal, from the Pacifle at Brito
harbor to the lnkeo of Nicaragua, 56.50
miles of luke navigation, 69,90 miles of
navigation of the river San Juan, and
85,00 miles of canal from (his river to
Greytown. T'he catimated cost of this
worle Is $41,108,830, or little more than
ono dollur of capital agalnst one pound
i the estimate of M, Volsin for the
Panama canal of 46} miles in length,

Thoso who have 110% expericneed somo
of tho ‘ups and downs ot life"” seldom
are prepared for 118 omergenoies,

Undorground Exploration In Austrin

The oxtraordinary underground phe-
nomena found in certain portions of
the southern and Adriatic provinces of
Austria  including miles of under-
ground cpverns, lakes that dissappear
and renppear at regular seasons, aml
rivers that are swallowed up by tho

earth and comne to the surface aguin at

many mile’s  distance, have recently
beon tho subjeet of much attention on
the part of the Ausbro-German Alpine
¢lub and of the Club degll Alpinisti of
Trieste. A seclion of the members of
the former body determined some time
ago to institute n systomatic explorn-
tion of the subterrancan course of the
River Ileka,  Rislng inthe Schnesberg,
in Carniola, Lhis mysterious stream sud-
denly disapppears in so-called  Karsl
caverns, At Sun Giovanm ai Duino,
the Reku is lost, & river of correspon-
ding magnitude is found issuing from
tho foot of ahill,  Thisstream 1s known
a8 Lhe Timevyo, which tnkes o wesbward
course, and dischavges « its wators into
tho Bay of Montfaleone. As (o the
the present year no altempt had evoer
been mnde practically to demonstrale
Lhe fact, The members of the Austro-
Gernail Adpine club, who had resolved
to explore the underground moander-
ings of the river, made heir prelimin-
ary reconnoissunce on Maveh 380 last.
Starting irom tho celebrated eavern of
St. Cazian, into which tho Rokn pours
its waters soon after its disappearance
from the surfuco, the explering parly
gucceeded in following the course of Lhe
stream for a short distanee,  Owing Lo
the unusual dryness of the swmmer,
however, it was impossible Lo proceed
wilth the work of exploration until tho
month of Seplember, when a second ex-
pedition  started.  The third attempt
Was nide on the 8 of the present
month, A boab and raft: which had
wilh greal diflieulty been got down (o
Lhe sbreanm in the eavern in Mareh had
been earvied wvay by aswdden rush of
witler before September,  IPresh boals
were aceordingly provided for the see-
ond attempt.

startinge from ey Best great cavern
eilled the Rudolph's Dome, the expedi-
tion, eonsisting of fowr persons in Lwo
bouts, proceeded on their eventiul voy-
age, I'rom the cavern just mentioned
the river flows for 200 feet throush a
narrow channel batween bwo porpendie-
nha walls of roel, estimated Lo be up-
wards of 100 yards in height, At (he
end of thischannel the explerers, whoge
courso throughout was iiluminated by

the magnesium light, found themselves !

in u vast cavern, where thoy were able
to land,  IPastenmmg up thew houls,
they proceeded for some distance on

| foot nast saveral easeindes and ranide
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bank at tirst, At length they reached
a spob where the river contracts to o
width of barely twelve teel, Tlore they
were compelled to cross Lo the right
bank, which they did by help of a wooc-
on ladder they bad with them. he
wdvaneo now becams more dimeult, the
explorers bemg only ablo to get for-
ward by ereeping and climbing, At
length they eame to the sixth witerfall,
which the pavly was unablo Lo pass.
The river hero runs belween Lwo per-
pendicular walls of roeks, und stddenly
lnkes i downward leap of over Lwenty
feet, From  the Rudolph’y Dome,
where the start was made, to the sixth
walerfall the disthueo is rather over a
furlong, and requirves half o day to ne-
complish, At the thivd altempt the
four gentlemen forming the expedition
suceeded by help of sultable lndders
and other apparatus in gelling ovey
this ealarnct and advancing some dis-
tance beyond it,  ‘Lhey 5000, however,
cime to & seventh wateriall, where they
were compelled to thrn back. They
found that to make any further pro=-
gress it would bo necessary to et a hoat
pust the last waterfalls, as there is no
standing room on either side of the
stréam, bulb sheer perpondieular walls
of rock, The further exploration of
Lhe underground river will be resumed
as soon s Lhe requisite apparatus cun
be got ready. In the meantime the Al-
pine Club has decided to make the ap-
vroaches Lo the Rudolph’s Domo cay-
ern more easy of access Lo the genoral
public. ‘I'he second cavern, which was
disecoverod  in  September, is of far
greater dimensions than the Itudolph’s
Dome or any of the olher caves of this
distriet. Ifs heightis upward of 450
feel, 80 that it could sasily contain the
cathedreal of St Poter’s at Rome, /

With regard to the Italinn Alpine
Club, Its committes has during the
pusl sumn.er done some good service
by rendering the splendid cavern of
Prebitsh, discovered by Ierr Iandner
forty: years ugo, necessiblo to the ordin.
ary holiday tourist, ‘I'ie cavern can
only be approached by descending a
deap shaft down whieh visitors have
hitherto had to clamber on the bare
rocks, 1'he Club dogli Alpinisti have
now caused a ferles of ladders, sevenly-
four in number, to be fixed, The L'ro.
bitsh cavern is 300 feet high, 400 feol
in width and 1,000 feot in length,
Through 1t flows a river which several
authorities beliveto bo indentical with
the Reku and ‘'imayo, but the hypoth-
esis is repudinled by many ether ob-
servers, ‘I'ho question can only be set-
tled when the Austro-German Alpino
Club shall have nceomplished the inters
esting task it hag taken In hand-——that
of following the subterranean course of

tho river Iekr from its beginning to its
ternmination.

A Mystarious 1€e)

Aboul o yenr smee 16w rainod
that a gentloman in Tueson td found
the much songht for Tumaci.coi
but was debarred entrance 1o i
latrge iron door.  The story puinud (on-
giderable circulation, andif v nceept
ed ingood faith by "Lio Nasario, wn ol
Mexiean,a veteran prospecton and piim

i,

by 1

woll known in this eiby, oo within,
much respected, Ile knows e
end and romance that time ool o
anco nas woven avownd vhe ancinily

worked mines of the Jesuit feihers, il
his bellef in Lhom is unswel
will die only when ho dies. | ast ok
he wasab the old Tunacacor’ bl
Tooking it over for the thousi (i
I"rom the mission he went Lo 10w
tams on the west side and
upon an old ivon key, 16 wi
quo make, had lain long and oo o
deop, but that is the key L ik
the ivon door Lhat has hithoevic e ol
securely the Cime-hidden tie 0 ol
the Tumaeacors: utleast so th oo,
(unele)Nasarvio, who, withoi 1
to make Curther discoveries, i
self Lo Tueson, where he is
gragred in raising a company

iron  door previously mentio .
has tho key and he kacks bu (hoo o
to put it in, and, as Lhe lock

it belongs is on the ivae-door 1
mine, he purposes Lo raise fu

& company and seareh for i

nmen, ho says, will put in $50

« bhus raiso o working eapilal o
door ean be found, tho key bro it

requisition, Lhe door unloelket
long coveted Lreasures noug BRI
light of day.

Mus. Jesus Castro, anneod |
ady, now residing at Amerie
in the Santn Cotaling Mon
perhiaps the only woman who,
speaking, ever cost her hus
weight in gold., It is said th
carly pgold-thgging days ol O
8he was a residont of Sonora.
State she was born and grew L
hood, When abont the age of ¢ 00
a paternal unele, bul o few
genfor, returned wilth his conipo ‘
gold-laden, from the 151 Dorad )
West, and becime  desperately oot
ed of her,  1Te sought herhand 0.
vidge aud was accepled, bubth o
refused, because of the near
ship existing between Lhem, G0 <abere
nize the marvinge,  Persuasidn .
vain, he tried the power of zol ' i
the chureh his way, and suceee 0!
by the payment of her weight 0 ool
Sho at that Lime weighed 117
antl against her in the secales o
Lering dust was shoveled. CEait
anced husband still had sofll o
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married again, Mr. Caslro lcine
secobd husband. 'The above is .« |
and notb fiction, as living withe 5 oy
prove.
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Dryness of the air is the ¢hicl !
cle Lo successtul window giieliiiop
Plants succesd much botter ii.)01 1 ki
chen than in the parlors, as . iy iv
charged with molsture from oo
ing, ele. 1f the house is he
furnace, there should be a pan A
orating water in Lhe furnace, Wil
supplied.  If stoves are used, !
sels of water on Lthem., Dust 1]
ous to plants.  Much may be | 1
from settimg on 1ho leaves by
the puutls with o light fabrie
the rooms are swept, All

leaved plants, like the ivy, ool

ele., should have o weekly wagli !
The others v i

a damp sponge.
placed in a sink or bath-tub, inl i
a thorough showering, Walcr Lol
be given as needed, whethe

weekly, 120 not water until 4
somewhat dry. Keeping the b
constantly wet soon makes (R EY
plants. TLet the water be o! v
temperature a8 the reom,
plants dry out rapidly. Ilinoe
pots or haskets In a pail oi (a0l
water, and after they have ce. ol o)

return them to thew pluce:, 11

called green {ly or plant lousn, i vidly
killed by tobaceo waler. Lopio g
when of the color of weal: (v, 1|
spider ig very minute, and vl oo 1
lower sides of the lewvos, 1nodhias
turn brown the spider may L 004,
Giveo frequent shiowers, lay. . (10 b
ou tho side, and apply wa'  with the
syringe. Beale inseets and 1y 1
are best Lreated by hand-ple'0 Lelove
thoy become nuine. yus, €
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mums, when through flowe: e 50000d
have the slems eut away aud e 018
of roots tuken to the cellmy. L g
of bulbs wluch were plusd 1 (e
cellar or in u plt for roots t 1 1 1 1y
bo brought Lo the window ..« i 1y
grow give un abundance ol wit If

needed, support the heavy |
hyacinths by a small stai.

Wep shikes

The emiment botaniaf, 1), il He,
gove tho ago of an olm b i Siind e
and thifty-five yenrds, Th' « (s0f some
palms have been sob dow i . friim six
hundred to seven hundro. veavs, (hat
of nn olive treo at seven | vod y ey
that of a plano tree ab e von i cad
and bwenty, of a codarate o i iled,
of nu oak nt one thousand iv. | andrad,
of n yew at two thousand oight Lindeed
and olghty, and of & baobib Livo i ve
thongand,

Cheal cause,
t 1 al, old people were neyor properly nour-

i | habitually comfortable in winter,

Modorn Old Folks,

Dr, Holmes mentions symong the dis-
coyeries of maturlty, ‘‘that age was old-
or ouce thannow.” 'To fitteen, soventy
scems liko the span of Methuselah, ‘Yo
forty-ilve it 18 but & nearing milestono
by the way, aud by no meuwns the goal
i the race of life, Bul, besides that,
the point of view ehanges in our eski-
mute of the dealings of timo. “Fhero is
no doubt but thut ago was older once
than now,

Liverybody remembers seging, as a
I child, very old people sans eyes, suns
| bair,  sans teeth, sans everything,

Lucky was the small spectator if these
1 decrepit patriarehs wero not his vener-

. | able ancestors, oxtortionate of duby vis-

Lits, mueh tribute of reluctant Kisses,

1 | and enforced companionship, For ohil-

| dren are not eumbored with traditional

i sentiment, and arrive by swift process-

s ab Lhe conclusion that age is not, of
itself, venerable or interesting, They
iy be patient, or pitiful, or conscien-
[ Liously polite.  Butif the dear grand-
wother is foolish und selligh, they re-
cognizo Lhat fuet with elearness. 1€ (he
, dear prandfuthor bores them to  deuth,
Lhoy know that ther are bored,

Tho Kind of grandfather and grand-
| another; however, on whom full-page

pletures were bestowed in the juvemles.

Lol Tovty years ago is becoming as rate
us the Dodo.  Ile, who with @ counten-
ance of infunto-senile innocence, and
lank white locks falling over his should-
ery, sat in a harvd chair und  passed hisg
duysn telling stories of his  distant
youth to spell-bound children, spindle-
shunked, and pale of fuce, bas ceased 1o
be,  Sho who, in self-denying cap und
| painlul gown, leaned back in a4 **Boston
cuekery” her window opening on an
tHegorical sunset, her attenuatod arms
ulded in her lap, her ancieut specracles
sushed up above her weinkled foreliead,
ud anair of supposed sanetity infold-
[ (g her ke a margr’s robe, is bub o
vivlition,
The actual grandfather is a keen and
wiive petsoniygee, far too busy with the
| oresent Lo wax garrulous over the past.
He s divector of o dozen corporations,
Cmteresied fua dozen charaties, public
mprovements and new enterprises. He
L drives out and goes Lo partics with “the
3ils? who haye gicls of theiv own al-
most ol enough to go w.bn them, He
alays o eapital pame of  whist, and is
! considercd an invaluable couusclor by
he youngest politicians of his party.
{ Inshort, e does with hig might what
- hig hand inds Lo do, and when, gt last,
18 name appeadrs i that somber news-
¢ papoer Jisb where all our names must one
| day stand, the obituary notice vemarks

U1 that his death was o surprise to his

Frasmde ne ho wasat worl asnsnnl only
b i HOEE et

| Her housekeeping is elnborato, and she
| 18 competent to *‘boss? the housekeep-
ing of her married daughlers, though
- principle may forbid her to do 1. She
| altends concerts, is a keen erilie of the
play und players, reads the monthlies,
weekhes and dalles has strong parly

| conviclions, erochiels, knils rugs, em-

| browdoers'table seartt, goes to chureh and
unuses hor prandcehildren, She dress-
28 with an art that admits age but does
uob suggest supcranuation, and is, al-
Logether, an naportant g are,
Munkind is apt w'ighore its beneluac-
tors, among whom. conspicuons for
CLhieir benelits, are the dentists.  DPers
fectly fibting fulse teeth have done niore
Lo postpone age than any one physi-
Before thelr use was gener-

ished, beeause their food was noever us-
similated. Their thin blood kept them
in shivering discomfort close Lo the f(ire
in the one or two rooms which were
They
looked and felt in the way, and grow
quernlous and exacting. They could
not exercise. The diMculty of bathing
and dressing made thom  indifferent a-
bout. personal attractiveness, The
adoption of false teoth, the more uni-

orin heuling of houses, the general use
of modern improvements that take ae-
count; of all bodily necessities, and that
profoundly wise decree of fnshion which
insists on the natural gray hair, for-
bidding both dyes and wigs to old peo-
ple, and condemning the hideous **false
front? of an earlier generation Lo oulor
darkness, these, of themselves, might
have made age young acain,

But these have implied olher chang-
es,  Habils of travel hayve been formed,
Variety instoad of monotony ol exis-
tenco has been sccured. Most potent
ol all, life hus become mtevesting. 1t
i related of o certitin lender ol socioly
that av thirtyive sho ret'red from the
gay world, her halr bhaying becomo o
gray vhat her young daughters thought it
frivolons and indecorous for hev to at-
tond dnucing parties, ITaving marrvied
off those intolerant guardinns, she be-
gan life on hor own aecount, as it were,
and now at eighty-four is indispensable
ab committee-rooms and receptions,
walks hor flve miles without (linching,
and plays the “Moonlight Sonata?! wilh
incomparable grace,

Ourdowagor has found the true elixir
of youth, which is mental energy. Men
and women appear young by fosling
young. “They feol young by being vl-
tally interested in the pursults of youth,
prosperity, enjoymout, culture and thoe
improvement of the race, The mind
commands the obedient body to be ready
and atert, Y i

T'his busy world puts age at n dlsad-
vautage, It is orgamzed abt the inter-
cst of youth and forece and progress
But young fellows of 60 and 70 may
have as good a chance and as good
time ag yonng follows of 20 in thas re-
constructed chronology. ,And young
ladies of thréescore may bo as welcome
and necessary at home and in socloty
A8 those other young ladies their grand-

daughters,
— ————————————

Qur Ancestors us Nut Eators,

{n tropical woods, whero our *hairy
quitdrumanous ancestor” used play-
fully to disport himseif, us yol uncon-
scious of his glorious  desliny as Lhe
romols progoullor of Shuicespeare, Mil-
ton und the late Mr, Peice—in lropieal
Woots aecrid or pungent fruits and
plants wero particularly common, and
correspondingly annoying, ‘Lho fact is,
our primitive forefather and «11 the
otlier monkeys are, ov were, conlirmed
fruit eaters, But te gunrd againshk
their  depredations a vast number of
tropical fruils and nuts have equired
disagreeable or flery rinds und shells,
which suflice to deter the bold uggress-
or. 1t may not be nice to get your
tongue burnt wilh a root or fruit, bul
It is ot least n great deal beller than
getting | poisoned; and, roughly speal-
ing, pungenecy In external nature ox-
aetly answers to the reugh gaudy lubels
which some chemists paste on bottles
containing poigons, 1t meuns to say:
*Ihig fruit or leat; if you eat il in any
quantities, will kill you,”? I'hat is tlie
trus explanation of capsicums, plmento.
colocynth, cotton oil, the upas tree, and
the vast majority of Dbitler, nerid or
fiery fruits nnd leaves. 1f we had to
pick up our own livelihood; as our
naked ancestors had to do, from rools,
seeds and berries, we should fur movo
appreciate  this  simplo truth. Weo
should Lknow that a great many more
plints than we now suspeel aro biltor
or pungenty and thevefore polsonous,
Iiven in  England wo uare funuliae
cnouch with such defences us those
possessed by the ouler rind of the wal-
nut, bubt the tropieal eashiewnut has o
vind so intensely aerid that it blisters
the lips and fingers instantancously, in
the sume way as cantharides would do,
[ believe that on the whole, taking
nature throughout, more fruits and
nubs are poisonous or intensely bitler,
or very tiery, Lthan are sweot, luscious
and edible,

The vicunt's Ghivlatiuns,

All day Llie snow had been falling  in
greab feathery flakes, blotbing out the
barren stroteh of field and meadow, hid-
ng fonces and hedges, and wrapping
the earth in one vast mantle of purity,

il Ly PR LS VT e wllh
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T Laca,  aiyshyy it Jgenist

L weslolin sy, awoud Mo goan

gentinels keeping wateh over the body
ol & white-robed comrads, It was Dbit-
terly cold,

When the faint streak of rved In the
horzon announeed day-break, i black
objuect night have been seen moving
through tie snow, A closer observi-
ton would nave shown that the object
Wi an, o plunged through the
drifts, breathing heavily ab every step,
and stopping now and thon o glanco
aronnd, asal not sure of the course hie
was takig., A vough outer garment
enyeloped hiu, and when the wind blew
this aside it disclosed a glimpse of  gay-
striped eloth beneath, It was the garh
convict,

Tho mannow fix «1 his ga a biin
wireath of smoke that eurled lazily
from a distant chimney, In faet, the
house was 80 low ad 8o deeply buried
in the fleecy mass that only the chim-
ney-top was visible, It was toward
this house that the wanderer was mak-
ing s way, his progress being impeded
by frequent stumbles, us he meb depres-
sions in the ground whicli thesnow had
Mled up. AL last he reached the goal.
A bright light shone through the frosty
‘window, and ashadowy form passed and
vepassed before it. The man pressed
his face upon the pane, The room into
which he looked was rude but comfor-
table, At the farlher end a brisk  five
was burning, and over it a tea-lcettle
steamed chieorily.  Above the fire-place
were several liltle slockings, varying
in leuglh. Somobody was moving
atout in the room apparently engaged
in getting breaklast,

The winderer hesitated for a mo-
ment, and then, drawing s long eloak
closor about him, he knocked at tho
door, 1t was throwu open and a man
stood on the threshold, shading Ing eyes
with his hand, a8 if blinded by the daz-
2ling whiteness without,

“Who is there?” ho said, inn cluy,
ringing voice,

“A  stranger, needing
warmth, ' was Lhe answer,

“'Come n,” eried the frst speaker,
oyeing his visitor with a sharp but not
unfriendly glance, “Ilere, draw up to
the fire, we shall have breakfust in a
fow minutes.”

The man seated himsolf, and spread
g chilled hands to the welcoms blaze,
At ne did so his cloak becamo unfas-
tened, ‘I'he host started back with an
exclamation of atartled surprise,

*¥Yey,” sald the conviet, In a dull,
apathetic tone, “‘you know what I am;
an outenst of socloby, something to be
dreaded and shunned; a wroteh who
only looks forward to the grave. DBub
, do you think I do not know what it 1is

rest  and

tolead such o lifo a8 yours Is? Onoe 'L
had a home, friends, was prospecing—
and I fell,”?

Fultering a little he wont on: sl had
# wife, she never knew my disgrace; she
believed mo dead, ‘The thought of her
has hiunted me in the long years I haye
spent in prison.  Way she living? Wiy
sho in want? L must find ont, ‘Che
agony [ enduredl Ilowrs seomed’ lillm
weelks, weeks liko conturies.  I£1 haa
not done something 1 shoyld bave gont
mad. At last I determined Lo eseapr,
Can you understand what it is to filo ul
an iron bar day after day, to dig Into
tho atones with the bare fingeys and 14
move them nt by bit, to meet with
failure, failure, failure, awd 1o begin
again, agumn and again??? |

S“Finally I was free, I'he slorm
helped mej the darkness came to my
aid, 1t is only fora little while, but 1
am sale till to-morrow. If I can learn
gomething of my wife bofore I am re-
taken I shall have done all that T ean
do In this world, Now I am ready to
go.”

116 arore, and there wans somelhing
like dignity in his bearing,

‘Me said tho clher Oomly, “‘lea-
ven forbid that John Benton should
turn the most miserable of God's crea-
tures from his roof, and on Christmas
of all days, Stay—and may - He be
moreiful to youl”

Io went to the door of an adjoiniug
room and ealled, **Maryl”? A pleasant
faced woman appeared, followed by a
group of rvesy children, shoubing
merry Christmas greetings.

*I'his, Mary,” suid the hnshand, g
@ poor follow who—who plays in a c¢lr-
cus, You seehis queer clothes,  He
strayed pway from the company and
wads lost in the snow. W
cire of him, eh, mother???

The woman answered in o few kil
words,

Bulithe eonviet grow dendly palo, and
shrank further into the dusky oorner.
I1is eyes glowmed like the oyesof a hunt-
ed anlimal.  Iivery nerve was (uiver-
ing, o was saying; “Iound!” and
this is my wifes was my wifo: I am dead
to her now,  Stecannot even recognize
me. Am I nob dend to myself? \What
resemblance do I bear to the Hugh
Langley of other days; the days when 1
was i respected man; before exime hadl
fastened itseluteh upon me?  1llere she
i8, happy in the love of husband and
children; wiiule I—But,”” he thought
with fierce exullation, “one word from
me would destroy all this happiness,
Shall I ¢ay it? I have the powor, I,
too, have suffered! or shall I keep
silence?”

The voice of John Benton, ou))ing
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him to breakfast, broke in on his
i The weaal sviaz setmple vet
AL LI bepinnsng dha Lo
Dl vedo from [ha Sediplures. Wl veile
b beeloeation, this plic . s
g ) fieant was oo, And
then he asked a blessing on the house-
Lold and the stranger within his gate.

The gnest bowed his head, **A reo-
ligrous man if he 18 a play-actor,” sand
Mary Benton to herself,

The day passed peacefully and guiel
ly, Husband and wife went aboul
their daily duties. Thechildren played
with their Christmas gifts, Xugh
Langley crouched in the shadow answer-
ing briefly when spoken to. Now and
then a littie one,*attracted by his gay
atlive, cerept to him and wondered at
his passionate;caresses and the tears in
his eyes,

The shades of evening fell, the cau-
dles were lighted, and the ehildren
were hustled off to bed; no sound broke
the stillness save the ticking of the
clock and the snapping of the flte on
the hearth. Then the stranger said:

“Mr, Benton will you granl me
one favory?

C S Whatis it? ' nsked John very Iindly,

“Will you read that passage you read
this mornlng—**T'here is more joy—
over one sinner that repentoti—1 1

And John read the chapter, road it
as lie hiul never read before, feeling
the sweotuess of the promise, thrilled
with the thought of Divine compassion,

And when he had finished, thelisten-
or spoke softly, but in a volceso earn-
eat, 80 full of pathetic entreaty, thut
even the Angels in Heaven must have
have heard and pitied, *God bo merei-
ful to me, a sinner|”?

When the morning came the officers
of thelaw, flushing with victory, rejoic-
ing that they had tracked their proy—
that he was within their graup. Con-
cealinent wns useless. John Benton
pointed to the room whereth the convict,
slept. ‘I'he ofices erowded to the door-
way, but paused at the unacenstomed
sight which met their gaze.

At the bedside knelt o figure in the
attitude of prayer.

One of the men stepped forward and :
tapped the figure, noc ungently, on the
shoulder, It did not stir. Then he
bont over and looked into the man’s face.

“Boys,’’ heeried, *‘Number Bixteen
8 dead, "’
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Wolvaos.

The excessive coldness of the woathoer
and heavy snowstorms are reported to
have driven herds of wolves from the
Carpathian mountaina into the onlt.!ymt»
ed dislaicts, where they have Inh some
casges spread torror among the people,
At Homonna,in North ITungary,a pack
of 120 wolves entered tho villago while
the inhabitants were at churoly, and
wore naot driven out until'a squadron of.

Uhlans attacked thom with swoxds and
carbines, | . FLs kil :



